Dept. of Genetics,
University of ..isconsin,
sadison, 6, wWisconsin.
august 6, 1948,

sear Juck,

268r reading your letter, I was ulmost relieved that Perlow was such a
misty memnory, from doys long gons by. But I was shocked that you should sug-
gost that "all in all he had(n't) a better life" - what is the all in all;
you scund as if it were ne'arly over, and the rcckoning due tomorrow. But
I suspose that the very fact thot you wote may have pressged that you were
unusually denressed, and felt thot by looking inward :nd btockward some of it
could bs zotten off vour cheat, On the whols; 1t wis very distressing: do you
really mein what you writa? or are yon, -uite ::ccﬁrately s zoiny to Juestion how
ons i3 to knot what one meuna”

You used to writs mueh more clesrly, less pursbollesily. “hat 1s $he Llife of
taction" from which you sra refhing? Do you no lonizes bothsr to zubt and slesp
- or 15 1t just thit you havo eives up nrise-fighting? I aa not objecting to
your =ritins . confession 1 letter, hub to an Lapraciss ons,

I =imad qy last "ys ol chueldebuug’, wd as goon as il was pos ted re-
gretted it, becanse I didn't meun 1t. I am not writinz to you out of the past,
but the present, and if it can't be done, therc is no use being « resurrectionist.

I hone you were kidding wher yov suspected. my patornity. Csther hcs a long
way to 7o now in her studies hers (two or three years) for a Fh. D., and it would
probably be a littls unfortunite to have them lnterrupted. Bul we way change our
minds.Privately and vocationally ws =re bcth uits hapry; next moath we are
moving into ocur first reslly dscent living quarters in s« faculty housing project,
and at the sames time the furniture and other paraphernalla for my psrmanent
lab, ure due to arrive, leanwhile, thoughy I have been able to get my research
done, although under somewhat cramped conditions, and with occasional frustraticns

due to luack of space, eyuipment sometiues, and so on. :aiadiaon ie nrohubly the



least objectionable toins in the ddwest. .lthough .griculture is King, the University
plays just asbout enouzh of a role in the .t,own to kesn 1t hi:’hlc stimulated without
its becoming a "stuffy colieze tuwn,.," Sometimes, I wish Wew York were perhups . little
closer, but certainly not that it were here (or we there). Chicago we axmmtk avold as
much as possible, having come to regard 1t as an overgrowa railrodd depot, and very
little mora. I have never sesn anything more depressing that the Ri's-eye view of
that slumtown. I haven't seen illlwaukes yet except from within a coach, but Esther
Just went to do dome shonping there and approved of it, So you can gather that we
have bescome pretty well acclimated to .lldwestern life, at least as lived very far
. from the soil by a professor in iudison. But I'd rather talk to you about it in person.
I take 'M'. that you're attending swamer session, but f.here mast be some time off
betweea terms (having no connec$ion with academic problems here, I;ve forgotten all about
it). If & warn welcoms would be enough of an inducement, do come out and visit us.

Best regardej

Yours,



